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fertile Cilician plain. It is reported that a French firm
has secured the concession for port works. Mersina does
not tap Syria and the back country but the Nationalist
Government has announced its intention of developing
the port at Yumurtalik which is on the western side of
the Gulf of Alexandretta and is likely to become a serious
competitor of the famous port of Alexandretta. Yumur-
talik (practically synonymous with Ay as) can become a
superior port to Alexandretta providing its harbor is
dredged and that it is protected from further silting
through an undertaking whereby the river Jihun is
turned back to its former channel. In the Ottoman-
American Development Company concessions, great im-
portance was attached to the early construction of the
railway from the Persian border terminating at this
newly devised outlet. To date, the Turks in Turkey and
the French in Syria have an artificial barrier through
the enactment of high customs duties and due to the
failure to provide for easy transfer of commodities.
(See the chapter on Foreign and Domestic Commerce.)
The future of ports around the Gulf of Alexandretta, as
well as in other parts of western Asia, seems likely to
be governed largely by special interests accorded to
foreign national groups, based on considerations not
confined to those of transportation merely.
The shipping situation in 1923 differs from that of
1914 chiefly in the greatly lessened traffic, the aftermath
of events following 1918, and in the displacement of
Austrian and German vessels mainly by those of Italian,
British and American nationalities. In 1914, the carrying
trade was controlled by foreign companies, mainly Brit-
ish, German, Austrian, Greek, French, and Italian. The
British are maintaining their shipping in Turkey. As
yet infrequent German ships visit Turkish ports al-
though a change in this regard would not be unexpected.
The excellent former Austrian liners are now owned and

